
gee se, brant b 
c 0 0 t and. svrns ms shov;i by the final tabulations of the ennn: 1 wsterfo1,vl inven- 
tory’s fig-ares, Secret,ar;.- of the Interior Osc,ar 5. Cho~man announced todq. 

The ~.znnual estime.te of Barth America’s vaterforrl r e source s lr:las made J enuary 
lo-13 ‘oy more then 1,000 cooperT. .tive observers 05 the U. S., Canzda, Idexico and the 
Ye st Indies. 

In his report to the Secretcry, &ljert X, Day, Director of the U. S. Fish <and 
l:ildlif e Service, 
~O$htiOnS 1GJ 

str,ted that a Cecrea,se of nearly one-fourth in the wa.terfol:l 
s indicated by the inventory. .Alt:lou;;‘;l tkis means there r4ll 5e fewer 

‘sirds i;oinz north to breed this ye,&, Xr, Cay said, the losses could je offset by 
natural reproduction if ~,:a.te~fot.-1 find f avcra’ole ccn$.itions on the breeding grounds. 

The decline shol..n 5.2 the l.rinter estimate is clew ly evident to those r;ho have 
obtained 2, continent-qide perspective of the water-fo;.rl si kurtion, Hr. Day said in 
the report , “even though it is true tl1El.t in many erec s local sportsmen have seen 
more duc’rs ,and geese this year t&-n in former yer7rs.n 

YYhe illusion of a:? increase was due in IerSe measure to the fact tl-irt millions 
of waterfo~rl remained in the U, S. &ring the mild fall, instead of moving on to 
Gntering ~-rounds in Eexico end other points sout’h of the U. S, Border,” Mr . Dcy 
continued. “In addition, the birds in some sreas Iwere concentrated in large flocks 
on reservoirs 23 d other accumulations of scarce water. Due to drouth conditions, 
i,:hich dried up mer she s in some parts of the country, many flocks r:ere forced to udc 
permone:?t bodies of l\:n.ter as “home base’ and do their forzzing for food in adja.cent 
crop lends. rr 

Results of the cooperative E4e::ica.n inventory shotTed a dra.stic decline in the 
!rintering populations of w.terfo~!l, Mr, Day added. The Mexican survey covered. all 
tke important coastal marshes ‘and bays, as yzell as the w.ter sreas of the central 
highlends, 

Reductions in the continent-wide populations of most species of lraterfowl were 
evident D &en the swns, ’ ’ ’ tir,licn are not lunted, showed en apprecio.‘ele decline. 
According to Mr. Day, t:Cs supports the Selief that the late 1949 breeding season 
in the far nor th, co.m?Cned !:ith drouths end excessive drainage in the prairie sec- 
tions of the U. S. :ild Canada., checked. natur;-.l reyproduc tion end accounts for much 
of the wo.terfo\,:l loss0 
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